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A MESSENGER OF LOVE. 



By Elizabeth W. Champney. 
With original illustrations by Nathanacl Sichel. 

The popular ideal of a beautiful woman is often repre- 
sented with luxuriant dark hair, full languorous eyes 
and mouth, close, almost pinched nostrils, and a 
superb form. 

This type is found again and again in the 
paintings of Nathanael Sichel. He seems to 
have been influenced by the orientalism of 
Ebers, and many of his heads might serve as 
illustrations of Ferdinand Freiligarth's " Egypt." 

"A silken turban broidered 
With flowers decks thy hair, 
A rich and costly necklace 
Such as Sultanas wear, 
Of thousand links close knitted, 
To chain complete and round, 
With golden coil encircles 
Thy neck which sun and heat have browned." 



But the orientalism of the figures is pop- 
ularized by Sichel, and even where the cos- 
tume is most thoroughly Eastern there is 
something Caucasian in the features, which 
suggests that the pictures were painted in 
a studio in Berlin, and not in Constantinople 
or Cairo. They are done with the skill of a 
master of his craft, and are always beautiful, 
but whatever name they bear they have a 
certain similarity proving how strongly their 
type has impressed itself upon the artist. 

How much the public is pleased by ideal 
heads like these is shown by the constant 
demand which there is for them, while more 
striking and more serious work is only ap- 
preciated by the connoisseur. Sichel won 
the Prize of Rome with his painting of 
" Joseph Interpreting Pharaoh's Dreams," 
but it was his " Phantasien Kopfen " (ideal 
heads), which were painted much later, that 
immediately took the popular fancy and 
achieved for him financial success. Fie has 
made these a specialty, though he has gone 
on painting historical subjects which are 
always gaining him honors. Paris, where 
he studied and won his first wide- spread 
fame, has always been dear to him, and 





From a painti7ig by Nathanacl Skhel. 



A VESTAL VIRGIN. 
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From a painting by Nathanael Sichel. 



TURANDOT. 



he was the first German painter to exhibit at the French Salon after the 
war. 

" Fatima " is perhaps more purely oriental than any other of the illustrations 
given here. With the rich, skilfully represented silk of the draperies, and the pro- 
fusion of bangles and pendants in which Sichel delights, she looks as if she 
might have been summoned out of the days of our youthful fancy by Aladdin's 
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From a painting by Nathanael Sick el. 



AN EGYPTIAN STAK. 



wonderful lamp, except that she has no appearence of ever having worn a veil. 
Like all these ideals, she looks out upon the world with the steady accustomed 
glance of one who is used to facing it, instead of snatching swift, delighted, stolen 
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From a painting by Nathanael Sichcl. 



glances at it. But the soul of the East will ever be more or less of a mystery to 
the West, and we may well be content with a beautiful representation of the tan- 
gible form ; for something that is either undeveloped or elusive exists in the ordi- 
nary woman of the Orient, and it must be as hard for the unfamiliar artist to catch 
her expression and paint her character as to express the moral qualities of an ani- 
mal without making its features a travesty of the human face. 
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From a painting by Nathanacl Sichel. 



PASCUCCIA. 



To the average mind there is a restful feeling in these large, sloe-eyed women 
of Sichel's, with their look of physical well-being, even though it is but one side of 
our many-angled nature which finds repose in anything so emphatically reposeful. 
To some moods these faces only excite a nervous longing to stir their smooth tran- 
' quillity into some sort of mental life. It would be good to see what a woman of 
this type would look like when facing a problem, to see a line or two come into her 
face. Yet their popularity undoubtedly comes from the great contrast which they 
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From a painting by Nathanael Sichel. 



make with the women who hurry to and fro upon our streets. Our tendency is 
toward the extreme of mental activity and our faces tell too much of the eager life 
within. There may be more than we think behind these beautiful curved brows ; 




From a painting by Nathanael Sichel. 

IN JAPANESE ROBES. 
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a painting by N at h ana el Sichel. 



at all events they are very calm, and many of us have grown so weary with the 
strain of life that we cannot bear to see it repeated whatever way we look. There 
is no possibility of repose in a slight nervous body, restless all-seeing eyes, and 
eager lines of interest in a resolute face. The ideals of a busy people revert to 
types less harassed by thought, more free from care. 



